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Edited by M. Goodman and J. Meienhofer 
John Wiley and Sons; Chichester, 1978 
xii t 6 12 pages. $2 1 .OO 
This book consists of the manuscripts submitted 
to the Fifth American Peptide Symposium held at 
the University of California in San Diego. The volume 
is smaller than that of the previous symposium which 
was held in New York but it should not be assumed 
that interest in the subject has waned in the inter- 
vening two years since the number of contributions 
has remained roughly the same. The meeting took the 
form of fourteen invited lectures, the other communi- 
cations, numbering over one hundred, were presented 
as posters. This volume is therefore particularly useful 
not only to those interested workers who were unable 
to be present at the meeting but also to those partici- 
pants who, trapped into defending their posters, were 
unable to visit the remainder of the display in their 
own particular session. 
Approximately one-third of the book is devoted to 
studies, using various approaches, connected with the 
molecular conformations of peptides in different 
environments. The variety and elegance of the hard- 
ware brought to bear in this area, which have hitherto 
been increasing, now seem to have reached a plateau 
in development. A welcome trend is to see these 
techniques beginning to be used in a predictive rather 
than in a retrospective sense. 
A similarly large section covers work on biologically 
active peptides. The sequence found in the C-terminal 
region of fl-lipotrophin covering the so-called ‘brain 
peptides’ would appear to be the most topical. This 
section and the remainder of the book contain many 
data on peptide synthesis. Much of this is orientated 
towards the use of milder methods in order to over- 
come some of the problems that have arisen in recent 
years particularly in the development of procedures 
for solid phase synthesis. 
In addition to providing a cross-section of the 
current status of peptide research, which is relatively 
comprehensive in the case of the United States but 
naturally less so for elsewhere, the book contains a 
myriad of details on techniques and analytical systems. 
These are not always absorbed on first reading but 
become apparent when the book is further studied at 
leisure. The book is exceptionally well produced and 
should be read by all interested in peptide synthesis 
and structure. 
R. Wade 
Biochemical arld Clinical Aspects of Ketone Body Metabolism 
International Symposium, Reinhausen 
Edited by H.-D. Soling and C.-D. Seufert 
Georg Thieme; Stuttgart, 1978 
ix + 269 pages. DM 60.- 
The book is an account of a symposium held in 
1976 where twenty three papers were presented by 
368 
leading experts from Europe and the USA. The exten- 
sive discussions after the papers are included. For a 
